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Austal Limited (Austal) (ASX: ASB) is pleased to announce Austal Vietnam has been awarded a 

contract to design and construct a 71-metre roll-on-roll-off (RORO) passenger cargo vessel for 

The Degage Group of French Polynesia. 

The new steel monohull ferry design includes an aluminium superstructure accommodating up 

to 140 seated passengers and 17 crew, and features a main cargo deck area of 494 sqm; capable 

of transporting a combination of 10’ and 20’ containers, palletised cargo and vehicles. 

The exact purchase price for the vessel cannot be disclosed for commercial reasons however is 

in the range of AUD$30 - $40 million. 

Austal Limited Chief Executive Officer Paddy Gregg said the new contract represents the fifth 

ferry to be designed and constructed by Austal for The Degage Group, and the first steel hull 

ship to be constructed by Austal Vietnam. 

“This contract is a testament to the successful business partnership developed between Austal 

and The Degage Group over a number of decades; reflecting the Degage Group’s great 

satisfaction in the Austal ferries delivered to date and their tremendous confidence in our team’s 

capability to deliver this all-new, steel hull design,” Mr Gregg said. 

“In less than five years, the world-class shipbuilding team at Austal Vietnam has delivered three 

major ferry projects, for operators around the world, and now they are ready to take on their first 

steel hull ship, for one of our most valued customers. 

“Our sincere thanks and warmest congratulations to both The Degage Group, and the Austal 

Vietnam team on this exciting new shipbuilding project that adds yet another, innovative ferry 

platform to the Austal commercial portfolio. 

Mr Eugene Degage, Owner and Managing Director of The Degage Group said “We are extremely 

satisfied with our collaboration with the Austal shipyard, which has successfully built vessels for 

our Degage Group fleet. This success is testament to the trust we place in their expertise and 
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professionalism. Each vessel is a testament to their dedication to delivering superior products 

that combine innovation and performance. Their unwavering commitment and attention to detail 

ensures that these vessels meet the highest industry standards. This fruitful collaboration 

reinforces our conviction that Austal shipyard is a reliable and competent partner for large-scale 

marine projects. We look forward to continuing this relationship and exploring new opportunities 

together.” 

With a cruising speed of 12 knots and a range of 1,000Nm, the new ship (to be named Dory 2, 

after her predecessor) is designed to operate essential, inter-island transport services efficiently 

and sustainably, between Papeete and the Palliser Islands in French Polynesia.  

Austal has previously designed and built six vessels for The Degage Group, comprising two 69 

metre monohull cruise ships (Austal Hulls 172 and 173), a 56 metre vehicle passenger catamaran 

ferry (Austal Hull 266), an 80 metre vehicle passenger catamaran ferry (Austal Hull 201), a 49 

metre vehicle passenger ferry (Hull 421) and most recently, the 66 metre high-speed catamaran 

‘Apetahi Express’, delivered in June 2023.  

This ASX announcement has been approved and authorised for release by Paddy Gregg, Austal 

Limited’s Chief Executive Officer. 

 

‘Dory 2’ is a 71 metre RORO passenger cargo ferry to be constructed by Austal Vietnam for The Degage Group 

of French Polynesia (Image: Austal Australia) 

- ENDS - 
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Media Contact: 
 
Cameron Morse 
+61 433 886 871  
cameron.morse@fticonsulting.com  
 
About Austal:  

 

Austal Limited (ASX: ASB) is an Australian-based global shipbuilder with industry-leading 
capabilities, expertise and experience in steel and aluminium vessel design, manufacturing and 
sustainment.   

Through the development of innovative vessel designs and value-adding technologies such as 
MOTION CONTROL, MARINELINK and DEEPMORPHER™, advanced modular manufacturing 
processes and an ongoing commitment to in-service support, Austal has become a shipbuilding 
partner of choice to defence and commercial operators, throughout the world. 

Employing approximately 5,000 people, Austal owns and operates safe, modern and efficient 
shipyards in Australia, the United States of America, the Philippines and Vietnam; and provides 
in-service support to customers from service centres located in these locations and Singapore. 

Since establishment in Henderson, Western Australia in 1988, Austal has grown to become the 
world’s largest aluminium shipbuilder, delivering the Independence-variant Littoral Combat Ship 
and Spearhead-class Expeditionary Fast Transport programs for the United States Navy, and 
the benchmark Cape and Evolved Cape-class Patrol Boats for the Australian Border Force, 
Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard and Royal Australian Navy.  

With the addition of steel shipbuilding facilities and capability in both the Australian and United 
States shipyards, Austal is currently delivering several naval vessels programs for the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the United States Navy and United States Coast Guard; including; 

• 10 x Evolved Cape-class Patrol Boats 

• 22 x Guardian-class Patrol Boats  

• 5 x Navajo-class Towing, Salvage and Rescue (T-ATS) ships,  

• Up to 7 x Ocean Surveillance (T-AGOS) ships,  

• Up to 12 x Landing Craft Utility (LCU-1700) vessels 

• an Auxiliary Floating Dock (Medium) 

• Up to 11 x Heritage-class Offshore Patrol Cutters 

• 3 x Expeditionary Medical Ships (EMS)  

Further supporting the United States defence industrial base, and aligned with the AUKUS 
partnership, Austal USA is constructing command modules for Virginia and Columbia-class 
nuclear powered submarines; and aircraft elevators for two nuclear-powered Gerald R. Ford-
class aircraft carriers for the United States Navy. 

Austal Australia has signed a Heads of Agreement with the Commonwealth of Australia to 
establish a Strategic Shipbuilding Agreement, that will see the company become the 

mailto:cameron.morse@fticonsulting.com


 

  Page 4 of 4 

Commonwealth’s strategic shipbuilder in Western Australia; partnering with defence industry to 
further develop sovereign shipbuilding capability and naval assets for the Australian Defence 
Force, including new landing craft (medium and heavy) for the Australian Army.   

 

Austal Limited ACN 009 250 266  

100 Clarence Beach Road  

Henderson, Western Australia 6166 

 


